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Your Handbook For Safety On The Road

A licence to drive is something that adds to a person’s 
independence and enjoyment of life and, for many people, 
getting a driver licence is an important milestone in life.

Signifi cant responsibilities come with holding a licence to 
drive a motor vehicle. Motor vehicle crashes in Australia 
cause thousands of road users and their families pain and 
suffering each year, and many crashes can be avoided by 
simply following the road rules and driving in a safe and 
responsible manner.

The Northern Territory Government has introduced a range 
of road safety reforms to reduce our unacceptably high road 
toll and the carnage on our roads.

The message is simple:
• Travel at a speed that is safe for the conditions – and 

always within the signposted limit.
• Make sure you and your passengers always wear 

seatbelts.
• Do not drink and drive – make alternative arrangements 

to get home safely.
• Do not run red lights.
• Avoid fatigue – take regular breaks on long trips.

 

The Northern Territory Road Users’ Handbook is a 
comprehensive guide for the new driver, with important 
information in relation to obtaining a driver licence, the rules 
of the road, and basic driving skills. The handbook also 
explains many of the Australian Road Rules which are used 
in each State and Territory of Australia.

Road safety is the joint responsibility of all road users – we 
share the roads, we share the safety.

Drive safely and enjoy your newfound freedom.

Delia Lawrie MLA
MINISTER FOR INFRASTRUCTURE
AND TRANSPORT
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Please Note:
This handbook is not intended to be used as a legal 
document. Its aim is to set out, in simple form, the legal 
requirements that a driver is required to observe in everyday 
driving and other useful information for drivers.

The statements in this handbook should not be taken as 
precise legal interpretations of the road traffi c laws.  Any 
illustrations are included for illustrative purposes only and 
are not intended to be fi nite.  The information in this book is 
correct at the time of publication.

If you require a more detailed statement of the law, you are 
advised to refer to the Northern Territory Traffi c Act, Traffi c 
Regulations (incorporating the Australian Road Rules), 
Motor Vehicles Act and Motor Vehicles Regulations. Copies 
may be purchased from the Government Printing Offi ce. 
Northern Territory legislation may also be viewed on the 
Northern Territory Government Internet site at:
www.nt.gov.au/dcm/legislation/current.html

Licence applicants may be asked questions in the Road 
Rules Theory Test on any of the topics covered in this 
handbook.

All sections should be read carefully.
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The Road Users’ Handbook provides you with 
comprehensive information about what you must and must 
not do on the roads as a driver of a motor vehicle or rider of 
a motor cycle.

The Northern Territory adopted the Australian Road Rules 
as a schedule to the Traffi c Regulations in December 1999. 
The requirements of the Rules are incorporated in this 
handbook.

You will often see reference to both drivers of motor vehicles 
and riders of motor cycles and to driving and riding. For the 
purposes of the handbook, the terms “driver” and “driving” 
also refer to motor cycle riders and to riding a motor cycle. 
As bicycles are vehicles, most rules also apply to bicycle 
riders.

At the back of the handbook, there is a glossary of terms 
that you can refer to if you are unsure what a precise term 
means. There is also an index so that you can easily fi nd 
information about specifi c topics or concerns.

The back cover of the handbook provides a list of Motor 
Vehicle Registry (MVR) offi ces, together with information 
on how to contact Motor Vehicle Registry for help or further 
information.

This handbook has been written to help you become a 
safer, more considerate and more courteous driver, making 
our roads safer for all road users.

 

How To Use This Handbook
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